
People
The Chesapeake Bay is home to a great 
diversity in people and cultures, which 
have shaped the communities of the 
Chesapeake Bay. The watershed is 
home to 18 million people, with about 
150,000 new people moving there  
each year.

As the cradle of our democracy, 
the Chesapeake is also home to 
numerous cultural heritage sites that 
tell the story of the birth of our nation. 
However, there are many stories that 
often go untold – or aren’t told enough 

– such as those of Indigenous peoples, 
free and enslaved Blacks,  
and watermen and women.

The diverse cultural history of the 
Bay is worthy of National Park System 
status. The CNRA will provide economic 
benefits to many communities 
throughout the Bay and educate people 
on the Bay’s unique and continually 
evolving history and heritage. The 
CNRA is also an opportunity to enhance 
the visitor experience at parks and sites 
throughout the Chesapeake Bay to 
ensure an inclusive and national  
park-worthy visitor experience.

Today, many communities lack access 
to the Bay. The CNRA will prioritize 
expanding access and engagement to 
all communities in the watershed.

Animals 
There is an abundance of life found  
in the Chesapeake Bay and its waters, 
making it one of the most productive 
ecosystems in the world. The Bay’s 
iconic species include the blue crab, 
oysters, striped bass, menhaden, 
sturgeon, ospreys, bald eagles, blue 
herons, and there’s so much more 
wildlife to be found here. According  
to the Chesapeake Bay Program, there 
are more than 3,600 species of plants 
and animals, including 348 species  
of finfish and 173 species of shellfish.

The Chesapeake region is home to  
at least 29 species of waterfowl.  
During the winter, the Bay supports  
87 species of waterbirds. Nearly one 
million waterfowl winter on the Bay–
approximately one-third of the Atlantic 
coast’s migratory population. The  
birds stop to feed and rest on the Bay  
during their annual migration along the 
Atlantic Migratory Bird Flyway. More 
than 500,000 Canada geese winter in 
and near the Bay.

OUR  DI V ER SE  CHE S A PE A K E

Flora & Fauna
There are more than 2,700  
plant species in the Chesapeake  
Bay watershed.

The Chesapeake Bay Program 
reports that nearly 80,000 acres  
of underwater grasses grow in the 
shallows of the Chesapeake Bay and  
its tributaries. Young and molting blue 
crabs rely on underwater grass beds 
for protection from predators.

Approximately 284,000 acres of  
tidal wetlands grow in the Chesapeake 
Bay region. Wetlands provide critical 
habitat for fish, birds, crabs and  
many other species. 

Forests and trees help filter and 
protect the drinking water of 75%  
of Chesapeake Bay watershed 
residents, with forests covering  
55% of the watershed.
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