
History
Much of our nation’s deep history, 
founding, and rise took place right 
here in the Chesapeake: paramount 
chief Powhatan’s center of leadership 
at Werowocomoco; Captain John 
Smith’s voyages and famously accurate 
map; the Jamestown Colony, the arrival 
of ships of enslaved Africans; the 
founding of the nation’s capital on  
the Potomac; battlegrounds of the 
American Revolution, War of 1812, and 
Civil War; and Harriet Tubman’s heroic 
journeys to freedom, just to name 
a few. Throughout the Chesapeake 
region, there are gateways to the 
places and stories of America.

“Unquestionably  
Nationally Significant” 
Two US presidents, Ronald Reagan  
and Barack Obama, have declared the 
Chesapeake Bay a national treasure. 
National Park Service resource studies 
state that the Chesapeake Bay is 

“unquestionably nationally significant.” 
Since 2003, the National Park Service 
has had a Chesapeake Bay office 
working to connect people to 
experiences of the natural and  
cultural heritage of the Chesapeake. 
Indeed, the natural beauty, ecological 
and cultural diversity, and rich history 
of the Chesapeake make this place 
nothing short of majestic.

R IGH T  HERE  IN  T HE  CHE S A PE A K E

Culture
The Chesapeake Bay is woven into  
the fabric of our nation’s history. Its 
waters flow through the cultural 
identities of the many people who  
call the Chesapeake their home.  
The moments of life found here—
watermen tending to crab pots at 
sunrise, an osprey making an  
acrobatic dive for a fish, a quiet  
paddle on a creek—rival those  
found anywhere else in the world.

The Chesapeake National Recreation 
Area will raise the visibility of the 
Chesapeake Bay as an important 
resource, encourage upcoming 
generations to protect the Bay,  
create sustainable jobs, increase 
private investment in the Bay region, 
add new sites to access the Bay and 
with National Park Service expertise 
link all the park sites around the Bay 
with a common visitor experience.
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