
United4CNRA
There is now an effort underway 
 to designate a collection of new  
and existing parks and public lands 
along the Chesapeake Bay as the  
new Chesapeake National Recreation 
Area (CNRA). Places that highlight  
the Bay across Maryland and Virginia, 
such as state and local parks and 
wildlife refuges, could become 
part of the CNRA and benefit from 
the resources of the National Park 
Service (NPS) to help improve the 
visitor experience, improve public 
access to the Bay, protect the natural 
environment and tell an interesting 
story about our region. 

The CNRA will raise the visibility of 
the Chesapeake Bay as an important 
resource, encourage upcoming 
generations to protect the Bay,  
create sustainable jobs, increase 
private investment in the Bay region, 
add new sites to access the Bay, link  
all the park sites around the Bay with  
a common visitor experience and  
invite people to explore.

The influence of NPS designation  
and branding would put the 
Chesapeake Bay on par with other 
nationally significant landscapes.

21st Century Park 
Imagine a 21st-century park—a 
collection of parks and other public 
lands in the Chesapeake Bay that  
bring national and international 
attention to the Bay’s significant 
natural, cultural, historical and 
recreational resources. Formally 
connected through partnerships 
between NPS and communities and 
states, these parks would become the 
CNRA and tell a common narrative 
about the nation’s largest estuary and 
one of the world’s largest 
environmental restoration efforts.

The CNRA would be managed in close 
coordination with the Captain John 
Smith Chesapeake National Historic 
Trail and could also offer connections to 
other trails such as the Star-Spangled 
Banner National Historic Trail, Potomac 
Heritage National Scenic Trail and the 
Washington-Rochambeau 
Revolutionary Route. 

Hub sites would enable partnerships 
between NPS and communities and 
provide access to the Chesapeake  
Bay and to recreation and educational 
opportunities. Partner parks, such  
as state parks and national wildlife 
refuges, would voluntarily opt-in  
to the CNRA and benefit from 
additional resources and branding 
provided by NPS.

WH AT IS  T HE  PROPOSED 
CHE S A PE A K E  N AT ION A L R ECR E AT ION  A R E A?

What Is a National  
Recreation Area?
The National Park System includes 423 
individual park units with at least 19 
different naming designations such as 
national park, national historical park, 
national seashore and national 
recreation area. 

The title “National Recreation Area” 
was originally given to reservoir parks 
managed by the Bureau of Reclamation. 
However, the origins of recreation-
focused parks go back much further to 
a national program during the 1930s 
managed by the NPS to establish 

“recreational demonstration areas.” 
Modern and well-known examples  

of national recreation areas in urban 
centers include Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, Gateways National 
Recreation Area in New York and New 
Jersey, and Boston Harbor Islands 
National Recreation Area. These  
NPS partnership-oriented examples 
provide urban access to significant 
historic resources and important 
natural areas to offer outdoor 
recreation opportunities for large 
numbers of people. National recreation 
areas often explicitly permit boating, 
fishing, and hunting. There are 
currently 18 national recreation areas in 
the National Park System several of 
which are among the most visited park 
units across the nation.



Add 
the Chesapeake Bay to  
America’s National Park System

Enhance  
parks, sites and visitor experiences  
along Chesapeake Bay

Increase  
parks and public access to the Bay

Celebrate  
nature, history, cultural  
diversity and recreation

Encourage
environmental stewardship

Increase  
private investment

Raise  
visibility of Chesapeake Bay  
as a national treasure

Create 
national park-worthy visitor experience
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